Village of Portage, Ohio 6/15/2026

Record of Council Proceedings

CALL TO ORDER; by Mayor Wolford at 6:32 PM; Pledge of Allegiance said
PRESENT:

COUNCIL MEMBERS Heather Amos; Mel Amos; Melissa Amos-James:

Andrew Bahnsen; Craig Ricard; Marcia Wolforg

OTHER OFFICIALS/EMPLOYEES |Mayor Wolford: Administrator Mike Lianas;

Office Asst MacKenzie W.

RESIDENTS Mike Schmitz

NON RESIDENTS

ABSENT: Jamie Gill

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS & VISITORS:

PREVIOUS MEE MINUTE

The 05/04/26 minutes were presented. Motion by Andrew Bahnsen to approve minutes as amended,
seconded by Craig Ricard. Heather Amos and Melissa Amos-James abstained. All other members
present voted in favor, motion carried.

The 05/18/26 minutes were presented. Motion by Heather Amos to approve, seconded by Craig Ricard.
Mel Amos abstained. All other members present voted in favor, motion carried.

The 06/01/2026 council meeting was cancelled by the mayor so there are no minutes to approve.

OLD BUSINESS

Sewer Report:

o CDBG 2024 {risersfmanholes): Project almost complete. Palmer will continue work soon.

o CDBG 2026 {risers/manholes): Portage has been awarded the 2026 CDBG grant to finish
remaining risers and manholes within the Village. Hoping to finish the project by 2027. Waiting on
additional paperwork, then project will be sent for bid. After the bid is awarded the project can begin.

o OPWG: Application was turned in. Waiting for updates.

Project 25: Stil! waiting for Pre-construction meeting to be scheduled. Mayor to call ODOT for updates.
Speed Signs: No update. Waiting for Project 25 to be scheduled.

Oak Street/Ditch project: Tabled until July

Maintenance & Repairs: .

c  Garage Lighting- Mel Amos met with Eric Long for a quote on new lighting for the garage bays.

o Street Sign Replacement- NWO Signs have begun work on order, Waiting for updates.

Cat TNR Project: Next appointment is June 22nd for 6 felines at Humane OH. Wood County Humane had
to cancel the June 18th appointment. Will reach out to reschedule soon. Litter numbers have drastically
dropped throughout the Village since TNR praject started and wildlife numbers seem to be increasing. Project
anticipated to be done once upcoming appointments are concluded. After which residents will be responsible
for any new feral cats they begin to take care of. Letters may be issued to residents with extreme feral cat
issues.

Technology:

o Cyber Security - ltem closed. Office Asst. to send approved and signed copy of
Ordinance # 0-2026-004 to Attorney Paul Skaff.

o Network Issues- Office Asst. contacted Dacor about network connection issues. Dacor inspected
their equipment and line connections within the Village building and contacted a ground crew to
inspect line connections outside the building. Hopsfully this will resolve the connection issues. Wil
contact Dacor again if issues continue.

NEW BUSINESS:

Golf Carts / ATV’s- Multiple reports received of Golf Carts and ATV's on streets during all hours of day,
including after dusk with no lights or reflectors. ATV's have been reported jumping the tracks. It is ilegal by
Ohio Law for these vehicles to be on the street and the sheriff is required to enforce these laws.

Barriers- It was suggested a Barrier be placed at the park entrance located at the end of S.Third Street to
deter motorized vehicles from entering and driving through the park. It was agreed this could be done as well
as adding no trespassing signs around the barriers to also help enforce this rule.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
s PUBLIC WORKS:

s PLANNING: Next meeting is Thursday, July 8th at 6:30pm.

o *The 06/11/26 minutes were presented. Motion to approve by Heather Amos, seconded by
Melissa Amos-James. All members present voted in favor, motion carried.*

o Andrew Bahnsen highlighted the approval/passing of the Fence Variance.

o The Mayor commented on a question about a variance/permit for the replacement of an old fence.
The Mayor stated neither are necessary for replacement of an existing fence.

o No updates have been received from Paul Skaff on Ordinances and Nuisance property. Will be out of
town until June 22nd.

. PARKS Next meeting is Monday, July 20th at 6pm,
*The 05/18/26 minutes were presented. Motion to approve by Andrew Bahnsen, seconded
by Heather Amos. All members present voted in favor, motion carried.”

o Craig Ricard was asked if he could provide more aerial photos of Enright park capturing the entire
Park property to assist in the planning of upcoming park improvments,

o The Mayor met with Eric Long for recommendations conceming the installation of electric outlets
near the flag pole, gazebo, and shelter house. Long informed the Mayor that the scope of work
required to update and install these outlets will be more than originally quoted after further inspection
of the pre-existing work.

¢ *Mel Amos made a motion to approve Long Electric to complete the update and
installation of electric outlets at Enright Park, seconded by Melissa Amos-James. All
members present voted in favor, motion carried.” Eric Long to begin the project this week.

s FINANCE: i
» EVENTS: Next meeting is Thursday, July 2nd at 7pm.

o July 4th- Everything ready to go. Three food trucks will be attending. DJ Maudie and BG Bouncers
have been reserved. A group will be needed for barrier placement to block off Village streets for the
parade. 5-6 barriers total. Joe and Ryan to help coordinate barriers and to keep up on mowing and
weed trimming at the Park for the Event.

» Parade & Activities: Parade to start at 11am with the Lions club lunch directly after
featuring BG Bouncers until 1pm.
a Evening Activities & Fireworks: From Spm-10pm. Food trucks, DJ Maudie, and BG
Bouncers to begin at 5pm. Fireworks start around 10pm. Andy Perez working with Ryan Lee
for the Fireworks show.
o RULES & RECORDS: Next meeting is Monday, August 10th,

o Job descriptions for the Fiscal Officer and Office Assistant were presented at the previcus meeting
for the Council to review. Upon review amendments were made. The newly amended job
descriptions were presented and the Rules and Records Committee recommended them to the
Council for approval.

*Heather Amos made a motion to approve the Fiscal Officer job description, seconded by Craig
Ricard. All members present voted in favor, motion carried.* Description attached in appendix 1

* Heather Amos made a motion to approve the Office Assistant job description, seconded by
Craig Ricard. All members present voted in favor, motion carried.” Description aftached in appendix 2

ADDITIONAL REPORTS
« Mayor:.

o Stearns&Hammer: Copies of documentation have heen requested by Jeff Dennis representing his
client, owner of property 200 N. Second Street. In accordance with public records requests each
page of documentation will cost 25 cents. Office Asst. currently compiling the documentation
requested. Mayor to call Jeff Dennis for more specific details on documentation needed. The Mayor
also contacted NWWSD on quotes for check valves and installation. NWWSD will not instali, but can
provide the check valve at invoiced cost.

o Ohio plan sent a recommendation letter with a reply form to be filled out and sent back. The Mayor
reviewed the Letter with Council.

o Extra Village credit cards have been canceled. The Mayor has been approved for a new Village
credit card with a $5k limit to be used on expenditures related to Village supplies and events. This
card will go into effect June 27th and is te arrive in the mail within the coming weeks.
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s CENTRAL JOINT FIRE DEPT: No update. The next meeting is later this week.

e MIDCOUNTY AMEULANQE DISTRICT: No update. The mayor was out of town for the last meeting.
» Financials: Tabled until July 6th meeting due to cancellation of June 1st meeting and Fiscal Officer not

available during June 16th meeting due to a family emergency.
s Village Administrator: No additional reports.
e Council; No additional reports.

LEGISLATIVE:
Third Reading:
e Ordinance: 0-2026-004: ORDINANCE ADOPTING VILLAGE CYBER SECURITY POLICIES, AND
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

*Andrew Bahnsen made a motion to suspend the rules and declare an emergency, which was
seconded by Mel Amos. All present in faver, motion carried.”

*Andrew Bahnsen made a motion to adopt Ordinance 0-2026-004, seconded by Mel Amos. All present in
favor, motion carried.*

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Mel Amos motioned a call to Executive Session for the appointment, employment,
dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of an employee or the investigation of charges or
complaints against an employee or offi clal unless the employee or official requests a public hearing by division
(G)(1) of section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. Seconded by Heather Amos. All members present were in
favor, motion carried.

s Executive session entered at 8:09PM.
» Exited at 8:26PM with the following actions:
A new committee will be formed to hire an Assistant Fiscal Officer.

The next Council meeting will be Monday, July 6th at 6:30pm.
ADJOURNMENT: 8:29 PM

Motion to adjourn by Andrew Bahnsen, second by Marcia Wolford. All present in favor, motion carried.

727

I .
Pres. of Council
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