Village of Portage, Ohio 5/18/2026
Record of Council Proceedings

CALL TO ORDER: by Mayor Wolford at 6:35 PM; Pledge of Allegiance said
PRESENT:

COUNCIL MEMBERS Andrew Bahnsen; Heather Amos; Melissa Amos-James; Craig

Ricard; Marcia Wolford

OTHER OFFICIALS/EMPLOYEES |Mayor Wolford; Admin. Mike Llanas; Fiscal Officer Jamie Gill;

Office Asst MacKenzie W.
RESIDENTS Amy Lee (Parks Committee Member)
NON RESIDENTS Sandy Spang (Lake Erie West Executive Director)

ABSENT: Mel Amos {excused)

T OF TS, VISITORS:

P

Executive Director of Lake Erie West Sandy Spang- Presented a brief overview of what all Lake Erie
West has to offer its members. The Village of Portage has been a member since 1968 and Lake Erie
Waest along with Mrs Spang are very appreciative of the Village being a member for so long and for
making an effort to help its citizens through the various improvement projects that have begun or are
heing planned. She provided an information packet containing all the ways Lake Erie West can help the
Village of Portage with its improvement goals. See packet provided for more details.

|
The 05/4/26 minutes were tabled until the next meeting on June 1st due to insufficient number of votes.
o MacKenzie emailed minutes out the Friday before the meeting for review and verified those in
attendance did or did not receive them so we can update things for better communication.

OLD BUSINESS

Sewer Report:

o CDBG 2024 (risers/manholes): Project still in progress. On hold currently due to other projects
within the area. One issue has come up with a home on Second Street. The sewer lid is
underneath the middie of the driveway to the neighbors home. New placement of the sewer
tank lid will need to be figured out for that property. Council Member Andrew Bahnsen asked if
there was any other way to communicate about the project. He has heard complaints of
residents not knowing these updates were happening. The mayor and council are unsure of
how else to communicate the information. It's been posted to local sources and the Village
website and Facebook..

c OPWC: The Village is not currently listed properly for the grant project. Waiting for a response.
This would be for the rest of the town's manhole covers and risers.

c RCAP: Item Closed.

Project 25: No update. The Mayor called Sommerfeld and has yet to hear back.
Speed Signs: No update. Waiting for Project 25 to be scheduled.

Ditch project: Tabled until July

Maintenance & Repairs:

o Mowing, chipping, and brush pickups are happening as normal.

o Street Sign Replacement- Contacted NWO Signs LLC to begin the ordering process. NWO
Signs requested measurements to update the quote. The Qffice Assistant collected
measurements to be sent over. Waiting for a response back.

Cat TNR Project: Two more appointments are scheduled. One for June 18th with WCHS (Wood County
Humane Society) for 13-16 cats. The other is for June 22nd with Humane Ohio for 6 cats. These will be
the (ast appointments until the numbers of community cats can be reevaluated. Wili look into possibly
scheduling more appointments in the fall. The Office Assistant also reached out to Humane Ohio for
invoice copies. Still waiting on a response
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Technology
o Cyber Security - Policy to be adopted by 07/01/2028. Mike Llanas reviewed the policy drafted
by the Attorney and everything looks ready. Dacor to handle the website updates for the policy.
o Phone Lines- Office Assistant contacted spectrum resolving the porting issue. 8102 number
has been successfully ported to Dacor services. 8103 police line is still locked and can be
reactivated through Terra-Nova Telecom services and ported over to Dacor services at any time.
ltem Closed.

NEW BUSINESS:

Email Set-up- Office Assistant has begun fixing and setting up the forwarding feature on the village
gmail so all council members begin receiving emails sent to the Village gmail.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

PUBLIC WORKS: Next meeting is Tuesday, Junhe 2nd at 6:30pm.

o The 05/05/26 minutes were presented. Motion to approve by Heather Amos, seconded by Craig

Ricard. All members present voted in favor, motion carried.
PLANNING: Next meeting is Thursday, June 11th at 6:30pm.

o The 05/14/26 minutes were presented. Motion to approve by Heather Amos, seconded by
Melissa Amos-James. All members present voted in favor, motion carried. The mayor hoted
there is a variance request for the next meeting and a new shed permit has been received.

PARKS: Next meeting is Monday, June 15th at 6pm. The Mayor gave an update on discussions that
took place during the last meeting. Craig Ricard was asked to possibly provide drone footage of Enright
Park to help determine a good installation location for the new playground slide. The committee has
chosen purple for the slide color. The committee recommended council to approve the Mayor to apply
for a grant through the Ohio Department of Natural Resources to help fund future projects such as solar
lighting and playground equipment. See R-2026-005. Palmer also sent in paperwork for their $5,000
donation of resurfacing {abor toward the new parking lot for the Village Park.
FINANCE: Next meeting is Monday, June 15th at 8pm.
EVENTS: Next meeting is Thursday, June 4th at 7pm.

o July 4th- A Events Silver Sponsorship donation from Palmer Excavating was received,
RULES & RECORDS: Next meeting is Monday, August 10th.

o The 05/12/26 minutes were presented. Motion to approve by Heather Amos, seconded by Craig
Ricard. All members present voted in favor, motion carried. Heather Amos and Marcia Walford
presented job descriptions for the Council to review for the next council meeting.

ARDITIONAL REPORTS

Mayor: Keeping busy with TNR appointments and Village pest control. Lots of issues with Skunks,
possums, racoons, and groundhogs. Also, residents of a property on East Main Street are trimming their
tree line. Joe and Ryan have been working to keep up on the heavy brush produced. The residents
have offered to make a donation for the amount spent by Joe and Ryan to help them clean up brush.
CENTRAL JOINT FIRE DEPT: Next meeting is Friday, May 22nd.

MIDCOUNTY AMBULANCE DISTRICT: Next meeting is Wednesday, June 10th. The new building is
done, epoxy floors are being put in, and a tornado shelter is being planned. They are greatly
appreciative to the Village for housing the Back-up Med Unit while the construction was in process.
Financials: Fiscal Officer presented financial reports for council review. See attached documents.
Village Administrator:

o Heavy trash pick-up- Went well and the dumpster was filled. No complalnts were received.
Some residents showed up as eatly as 6:00am and later in the evening there was a line of cars
to drop off. Only cne mattress was dropped off and will be disposed of separately. Another
Heavy trash pick-up will be scheduled in the fall. The new recycling bin has been well used also.

o Fence Variance- Letters being sent to appropriate residents for June 11th variance meeting.

o Nuisance property and Zoning Ordinance~ No update from Paul Skaff

Councll: Heather Amos asked Council about having another Community Garage Sale event. Fall
Heavy Trash pick-up was held the weekend after the event in August of 2025, It was agreed upon to
have another Community Garage sale August 21st-22nd during the Tractor Puli weekend and the fall
Heavy Trash pick-up will be the weekend after an August 28th, 28th, and 30th.
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LEGISLATIVE:

¢ Resolution: R-2026-005: AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO APPLY FOR, ACCEPT, AND ENTER INTO
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AGREEMENTS WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES. Was presented to the Council under the recommendation of the Parks Committee. A
motion was made by Heather Amos to accept, seconded by Craig Ricard. All members present voted in
favor, motion carried. Resolution: R-2026-005 was approved and signed.

Second Reading:

s Ordinance: 0-2026-004: ORDINANCE ADOPTING VILLAGE CYBER SECURITY POLICIES, AND
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. A discussion was had about anything eise Jay at Dacor may need
before the policies are approved. Will coordinate with the Office Assistant for necessary information and
documentation to adhere to the new policies,

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Heather Amos motioned a call to Executive Session for the appointment, employment,
dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of an employee or the investigation of charges or
complaints against an employee or official uniess the employee or official requests a public hearing by division
{G)(1) of section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. Seconded by Melissa Amos-James. All members present
were in favor, motion carried.

¢ Executive session entered at 8:25PM.

e Exited at 8:49FPM with no actions taken.

T [} il meetin ] on Jun t 6:30pm.

ADJOURNMENT: 8:51PM
Motion to adjourn by Marcia Wolford, second by Heather Amos. All prese
7 A

in favor, motion carried.

Ed -
Pres. of Council
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