Village of Portage. Ohio 4/20/2026
Record of Council Proceedings

CALL TO ORDER: by Mayor Wolford at 6:33 PM; Pledge of Allegiance said
PRESENT:

COUNCIL MEMBERS Andrew Bahnsen; Mel Amos; Heather Amos; Melissa
Amos-James; Craig Ricard; Marcia Wolford

OTHER OFFICIALS/EMPLOYEES | Mayor Wolford; Fiscal Officer. Jamie Gill; Admin. Mike Llanas
Office Asst. MacKenzie W.

RESIDENTS Mike Schmitz

NON RESIDENTS

ABSENT: None

V .
¢ Resident Mike Schmitz attended the meeting. Asked the Council and Mayor about the building
located on the corner of West Walnut and Findlay Pike that is in disrepair. The Council and Mayor
acknowledged the issue. It will be addressed as necessary.

PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES
¢ The 04/06/26 minutes were presented. Motion by Heather Amos to approve, seconded by
Melissa Amos-James. Andrew Bahnsen abstained. All other members present voted in favor,
motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

o Sewer Report:

o CDBG 2024 (risers/manhole covers): Palmer has been given the list of remaining 56
tank lids in need of replacement in town. Palmer stated he can do up to 40 lids and 6
manholes instead of 2. Tank lids on 3rd Street have been started.

o OPWC: Paperwork is being put together by the Fiscal Officer for submission to Victoria
Martinez.

o Qak Street/ Ditch Project: Tabled unti July.

¢ Project 25- Bid has been awarded to Gerken. Waiting for the Pre-construction meeting o be
scheduled for further info on the project start date.

» Speed Signs: Craig Ricard began the battery and software set up. Mike Llanas and him to
correspond further about the matter. Craig noted there is an issue with one battery not charging.
Troubleshooting at the moment but may need a replacement before the signs can be installed
once the Route 25 project is underway.

* Maintenance:

o Garage Door- Original company out of business. Replacement parts can no longer be
ordered through them. Ryan has made a temporary fix that seems to have solved the
issua for now. A new door opener will be looked into.

o  Chair racks- Ryan repairing racks to prevent wall damage and for better/easier storage
of chairs for guests during events.

o OQOutdoor Projects- Joe and Ryan have begun mowing and brush pickup for the season.

s Cat TNR Project: 3 scheduled for April 21st. The mayor is continuing to work slowly through the
located colonies. Running into issues trapping cats already fixed/spayed. WCHS(Wood County
Humane Society) provided a van for the appts on April 15th. They picked up and then assisted
the Mayor with the drop off. Office Assistant working with WCHS to schedule more cats in June.
Currently within the TNR(cat) fund: $1400 for appts and $335 for mileage reimbursement. Mike
Schmitz made a denation of $200 to the fund.
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s Technology

o Cyber Security - must be adopted by 07/01/2026.

o Phone Lines- Spectrum has been contacted about the issues. Waiting for an update.
$112 bill received for phones. _

o Network issues- There have been issues in the office with the network dropping. Dacor
to be contacted to investigate.

NEW BUSINESS:

* Traffic Signs replacement- Two quotes along with a Work Agreement from Wood County Hwy
garage were received for the Council to consider. 1st quote is from NWO Signs LLC. for $1,867.
2nd quote is from Safe-way Barriers for $2,670. The Work Agreement did not specify a price.
County rates and pricing to be further investigated. *Motion made by Heather Amos to approve
NWO Signs LLC. for traffic sign replacement up to $2,000. Seconded by Marcia Wolford.
All members present in favor, motion carried.*

e ODOT Salt contract- A road salt contract was sent by ODOT to the Village for participation in the
ODOT annual road salt bid. Order forms are due May 1st along with a new resolution/ordinance
due May 1st or by the earliest date after. The Village must pledge to use/buy at least 22 tons and
are bound to purchase at least 85% of that tonnage (17 tons) for the summer/fall/winter season of
2026. The Mayor reported that the Village used 20 tons of road salt last winter, *Motion was
made by Andrew Bahnsen to approve the order form be filled cut and sent for participation
in the ODOT annual road salt bid. Seconded by Craig Ricard. All members preseant in favor,
motion carried.” A draft of Resolution R-2026-004 will be presented during the next meeting.

" @ Cub Scouts- Pack #422 will be using the Event Hall Thursdays, May 7th and 21st from
5:30pm-8:30 pm. They have offered to do a service project in appreciation for the use of the
Event hall. Possibie projects considered:; flowers planted beneath the Memorial sign, trees
planted in the park, 4th of July event help.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
» PLANNING: Variance for privacy fence was approved for a property on 2nd St. The neighboring
party Brett Palmer reported receiving the notice 3 days late due to postal issues. Future notices
suggested to be hand delivered or mailed earlier. The next meeting is May 14th at 6:30pm.
¢ FINANCE: meeting will be after regularly scheduled council meeting.
e PARKS:

o Lighting- Mel Amos discussed solar lighting at the park. Administrator to begin moving
forward with the project.

© Marquee- Lighting for the Marquee sign was discussed. Along with placing something
new on the sign every 1 to 2 weeks (weather permitting).

o Playground- Park District will award the Village with a Grant check for a new playground
slide May 4th. D&D to be contacted about composite mulch for the playground. Other
safety features to be looked into as well as handicap accessible equipment for the 2027
Park Grant. Concrete pads for benches to be put in after the slide is installed.

o Parking lots/Driveways- Palmer to be updated once route 25 project start date is
scheduled. He will then begin plans for the resurfacing of Enright Park’s turnaround drive,
front parking lot, driveway to Shinew Field, and an additional parking lot in front of Shinew
Field using the millings from Project 25 construction. The next meeting will be May 18th
at 6pm.

s EVENTS: The next meeting is May 7th at 7pm.

c  4th of July- Receipt sent by Andy Perez for fireworks reimbursement, Fiscal Officer
requested a hard copy or scanned PDF instead of pictures. Contract for BG Bounce
house sent for signature. DJ Maudie has also been booked and will be sending a
contract. Egg Hunt prizes to be saved and used during the event after receiving approval
from sponsors. Committee to contact Ryan Lee for a fireworks permit. Jay is working on
parking.

© Farmer’s Market- Email sent to Mrs. Foster regarding her requests. A response was
given during the meeting that she will no longer be moving forward with the Farmers
Market at this time.
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PUBLIC WORKS: Keeping tabs on sewer lids/risers project along with other improvements.
Received notification of potential water funding opportunities for storm drain repairs. Meeting
being held April 23rd for more information. Craig Ricard and the Mayor attended the CDBG Grant
meeting. Only 6 other entities present. The Mayor spoke about future improvements of the town.
Portage likely to be considered for the Grant. The next meeting is May 5th at 6:30pm.

RULES & RECORDS: The next meeting is May 11th.

ADDITIONAL REPORTS

Mayor: Mel Amos and the Mayor attended the Liberty Township monthly meeting upon request
from the trustees. Trustees were upset due to misunderstandings involving annexed properties of
the past. As well as future annex possibilities not yet discussed or planned with the Oak Street
community, whose residents contacted the Village for help with sewer system issues in 2025. The
mayor explained the situations to the trustees. Township Clerk later apologized for the meeting
and comments made during.

CENTRAL JOINT FIRE DEPARTMENT: Eavespouts have been repaired. Fire school is starting

soon. 2 new members have joined. Now 36 volunteers total.

MIDCOUNTY AMBULANCE DISTRICT: Concrete has been poured and electricity is being
installed. Back-up Med Unit to stay in the village garage until sometime in May at this time.
Financials: Fiscal Officer provided documentation showing a Domain Listings Scam invoice
which was not paid. Reports were presented by the Fiscal Officer and reviewed by all members
present (see included financial reports for details). Bank Reconciliation signed and approved.
Village Administrator: Sent an email to Elan city concerning speed sign set up issues. Still
waiting on the Attorney for updates on the 104 W. Walnut property and Zoning ordinances. Heavy
trash pick up has been scheduled for the weekend after Mothers day.

Council: No report.

LEGISLATIVE;

Resolution: R-2026-003: Authorizing the Mayor to apply for, accept, and enter into a Water
Pollution Control Loan Fund Agreement.

*Motion made by Heather Amos to approve Resolution: R-2026-003, seconded by Melissa
Amos-James. All members present voted in favor, motion carried*. Resolution R-2026-003 approved
and signed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: None

ADJOU

RNMENT: 8:14PM
Mation to adjourn by Mel Amos, second by Andrew Bahnsen. All present in favor, motion carried.

Mayor res. of Council
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