Village of Portage. Ohio 3/16/2026
Record of Council Proceedings

CALL TO ORDER: by Mayor Wolford at 6:35 PM; Pledge of Allegiance said

PRESENT:

COUNCIL MEMBERS Melissa Amos, Heather Amos; Andrew Bahnsen; Craig Ricard;
Marcia Wolford

OTHER OFFICIALS/EMPLOYEES | Mayor Wolford; Fiscal Officer. Jamie Gill; Admin. Mike Lianas:
Office Asst. MacKenzie W,

RESIDENTS Ken & Angie Foster.

NON RESIDENTS

ABSENT: Mel Amos
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS, VISITORS:

» Ken and Angie Foster came forward with concerns about new sewer caps installed in their front
yard being above ground and looking very messy. Are there any other options to clean up the
look of the caps in their front yard? The mayor explained the reason behind the raised caps and
will check with the health department for other options.

¢ Can there be an access point at the back of the park? Kids going along Route 25 to get to the
park are not safe, strollers, as well as motorized scooters having issues with the width of the
sidewalks. There is no room for two-way traffic on the sidewalks. Mark informed that once the
Route 25 Project is complete, the sidewalks will be 5 feet wide.

e A Farmer’s Market for the Village of Portage was also mentioned. Angie is interested in
organizing these events. Maybe August, September, October? Could charge a small vendor fee.

PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES
e The 03/02/26 minutes were presented. Motion by Andrew Bahnsen to approve, seconded by
Craig Ricard. All members present in favor, except for Heather Amos and Melissa Amos-James
who abstained, motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS
s Sewer Report:

o RCAP: Sewer Inspections and reports have been concluded and recieved. Second St.
has the most severe manhole leaks, causing more water to flow into the tank which then
leads to more water to flow through the lines. The lines are still flowing properly. E. Main
St also has several leaks that will need to be addressed. Kleinfelder is working with the
Village to apply for an OPWC grant to help fund the estimated $800,000 forced main line
project. This project will assist in fixing problems with the current flow main tine that is
underneath E. Main St including the leaks by changing it to a forced main. The project
manager from Kleinfelder has sent the project details for the Mayor and Council to review
and has also offered to attend the next Council meeting to explain the project further.

o Pump Stations: Repaired pump reinstalled. All pumps in working order. Item closed.

o OPWC: See above in the RCAP section in regards to the forced main line.

o CDBG Grant 2024 {risers/manhole covers): The project has begun. Paimer estimates
another 3-4 weeks until completed.

¢ Route 25 Project: Bids opened March 26th. The project's earliest start date is April 15th.
¢ Speed Signage: Everything is ready to go. Waiting on Route 25 project to be awarded and will
then check with the construction company when the best time to install the new signs will be.
e QOak Street! Ditch Project: Tabled until July.
s Maintenance
o Roof Repair: Project complete. ltem closed.
o Siding Repair: Project complete. ltem ciosed.
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TNR {(cat) Project: Appaintments currently scheduled:

March 17th {5 cats with Toledo Humane Society)

April 20th (6 cats with Humane Ohio)

May 6th (6 cats with Humane Chio) ,
April 15: Office Asst. to contact Wood County Humane Society to inquire about
appointments for 10 cats.

o Two donations were recently received from residents. Office Asst. to distribute donation
flyers for the post office and community board.

o *Heather Amos motioned for $800 to be transferred from the general fund to the cat
fund for upcoming appointments, which was seconded by Marcia Wolford. All
present in favor, motion carried.”

Technology -

o Cyber Security - must be adopted by 07/01/2026.

o Internet Switch - Phone line switch still on going. One line is locked and will need
special authorization from the Mayor to unlock for the switch to occur. Jay and Steve from
Dacaor are currently working with Spectrum to resolve this issue.

o Qo o ¢

NEW BUSINESS:

Children's Egg Hunt: Aprit 4th at 1:30pm at the United Methodist Church in Portage. Golomski's
have donated lots of prizes for the kids. Will be meeting Friday April 3rd at the Hall to stuff eggs.
Huntington Commercial Credit Card: No update.

NWGC Mosquito Spray Agreement: Office Asst. requested two more quotes. Reliance Pest
Control will meet with her Wednesday. There has been no response received from Northwest
Ohio Mosquito Squad. *Melissa Amos-James made a motion which was seconded by
Heather Amos to authorize the mayor to move forward with the most cost effective quote
for 6 mosquito spray treatments per year. All present in favor, motion carried®,

COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING: Waiting to hear back from Mr. Skaff in regards to the amended Zoning Ordinances
and 104 W. Walnut property. Mr. Skaff is currently busy with tax season. Expecting an update
after April 15th. The next meeting will be April 9th at 6:30pm.

FINANCE: Meeting held duringfafter the regularly scheduled Council meeting tonight.
PARKS: The Mayor with the help of Kleinfelder has applied for a Capital Budget Grant for
$300,000 for a Park Improvement Project. The resurfacing that will be done this year to the
parking lot/driveways is considered the Village match towards the project. It includes: new
bleachers, additicnal parking, straightened driveway, drainage for the Shinew Field, concrete
pads for park benches at multiple locations, a walking path around the entire park, and a new
area for playground equipment. Representative Theresa Gavarone and Haraz Ghanbari have
confirmed receiving the application by the deadline of March 12th. The grant is scheduled to be
awarded in June 2026. The next meeting will be April 20th at 6pm,

EVENTS:

o Adult egg hunt is April 11th. Stuffing eggs for the event tomorrow night at 6:30 PM and
have received lots of donations from lacal vendors for prizes.

o Approval needed for Andy Perez to purchase fireworks for the annual 4th of July event.
*Andrew Bahnsen motioned, which was seconded by Heather Amos to approve the
$4,000 payment for the Fireworks show, of which $1,700 was covered by the Lion’s
club via a check to the village. All present in favor, motion carried*, Andy Perez has
also been appointed Grand Marshal of the 4th of July Parade. Events committee to
acquire a fireworks permit and also looking into bounce houses and a DJ for the event.
Parking will alsc need to be crganized. The next meeting will be April 2nd at 7pm.

PUBLIC WORKS: Pictures have been collected of street signs around town in need of
replacement. Council approved all signs to be replaced. Office Assistant to begin acquiring a
guote/estimate of the cost. The next meeting will be April 7th at 6:30pm.

RULES & RECORDS: Marcia Wolford became a member of Ohio Plan and is reviewing
Employee Handbook, Policies and Procedures, and Human Resource templates. Next meeting
dates: April TBD, May 11, Aug 10, Nov 9 all at 6pm.
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ADDITIONAL REPORTS

Mayor: There may be visits from local judges running for office at upcoming council meetings.
Lions Club 50th Anniversary dinner went well. The Ditch project has been awarded but not yet
scheduled. Two new permits received, one for a shed and one for a privacy fence. Email was
sent ta the Village ingquiring about reserving Shinew Field for practices beginning April Tst- July
1st. Currently there is no fee attached to reserving the field but will need to be reconsidered after
the upcoming improvements have been completed. The annual EMA fee of $218.80 was received
and will need to be paid and a resolution will need to be approved. A letter to the community
about the presence of Federal ICE agents was presented, Attorney to look over for final approval.
CENTRAL JOINT FIRE DEPARTMENT: Next meeting is March 18th at 7:30pm.
MIDCOUNTY AMBULANCE DISTRICT: Building is up. Waiting for ground to finish thawing and
then concrete will be poured, Back-up Med unit to move from garage once building is completed.
Financials: Financials were presented from both January and February. Bank Recongiliations for
both months were approved and signed. Next meeting is April 20th after the regularly
scheduled council meeting.

o Examples of some of the All Star Rec reporting were presented to the council.
Village Administrator: Quote for tank pumping was received and is the same price as last year
at a rate of $275 per month. A new list of tanks has been sent to C&L. Heavy trach pick-up has
been scheduled for May 15-17th.
Council; Heather Amas's son received a bill from RITA for taxes even though he does not live
within the Village corporation limit. There is nothing the Village can do since he received mail
within the Village RITA views it as a form of residency within the Village. He will have to contact
RITA directly to seek resolution of this issue. The Mayor referred Heather to Amy Lee, whose son
had a similar issue in the past.

o 321 E Main Stinquired about what their current zoning is. They want to get it appraised.

LEGISLATIVE; After consultation with the Fiscal Officer and Village Solicitor the payroll legislation did
not pass at the last meeting and needed updated and revisited to be in compliance.

First Readings:

0-2026-001: Ordinance Establishing amended 2026 wages for Bi-weekly Village Employees of the Village of
Portage, Ohio and declaring an emergency.

*Andrew Bahnsen made a motion to suspend the rules and declare an emergency, which was
seconded by Craig Ricard. All present in favor, motion carried with 5 ayes*.

*Following the 2nd and 3rd readings, Craig Ricard motioned to adopt Ordinance 0O-2026-001,
second by Heather Amos. On Vote: Heather Amos - Yes, Andrew Bahnsen - Yes, Melissa
Amos-James - Yes, Craig Ricard- Yes, Marcia Wolford - abstain “While | can vote and took part
in the discussions leading up to the wages decision I'm choosing not to because the Office
Assistant is my daughter.” 4 ayes, 0 nays, 1 abstain mation carried with majority vote™.

0-2026-002: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO APPOINT JAMIE GILL AS THE FISCAL
OFFICER FOR THE VILLAGE OF PORTAGE, OHIO AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

*Heather Amos made a maotion to suspend the rules and declare an emergency, which was
seconded by Melissa Amos-James. All present in favor, motion carried with 5 ayes”.

*Following the 2nd and 3rd readings, Heather Amos motioned to adopt Ordinance 0-2026-002,
seconded by Andrew Bahnsen. All present in favor, motion carried”.

0-2026-003: AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING AMENDED 2026 WAGES FOR MONTHLY PAID
EMPLOYEES FOR THE VILLAGE OF PORTAGE, OHIO AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
*Heather Amos made a motion to suspend the rules and declare an emergency, which was
seconded by Melissa Amos-James. All present in favor, motion carried with 5 ayes”.

*Following the 2nd and 3rd readings, Heather Amos motioned to adopt Ordinance 0-2026-003,
which was seconded by Marcia Wolford. All present in favor, motion carried™.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: Heather Amos motioned a call to Executive Session for the appointment,
employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of an employee or the
investigation of charges or complaints against an employee or official unless the employee or official
requests a public hearing by division (G){1) of section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. Seconded by
Marcia Wolford. All members present were in favor, motion carried.
e Executive session entered at 8:26PM.
¢ Exited at 9:10PM with the following action. The Village Fiscal Officer monthly pay was established
at the Township Fiscal Officer pay rate for the Village of Portage; Administrator monthly pay to be
revisited separately at a later date. 0-2026-003.

i in
ADJOURNMENT: 9:16 PM
Motion to adjourn by Heather Amos, second by Melissa Amos-James . All present in favor, motion
carried.

ety 2k 4/7/4/ W

Mayor res. of Council
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