Village of Portage, Ohio 1/5/2026

Record of Council Proceedings
CALL TO ORDER; by Mayor Wolford at 6:33 PM; Pledge of Allegiance said

PRESENT:

COUNCIL MEMBERS Mel Amos; Melissa Amos-James; Andrew Bahnsen;
Marcia Wolford; Craig Ricard; Heather Amos

OTHER OFFICIALS/EMPLOYEES | Mayor Wolford; Admin. M. Llanas; Fiscal Officer Jamie; Office
Asst. MacKenzZie

RESIDENTS Mike Schmidt

NON RESIDENTS None

ABSENT: None.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GUESTS/ VISITORS: N/A

SWEARING IN OF NEW AND REELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS

New and reelected Council Members Melissa Amos-James, Heather Amos, Andrew Bahnsen, and Craig
Ricard were sworn in under normai procedures. Oath of Office was recited and signed by all new and
reelected members. *Fiscal Officer Jamie Gili provided all new and reelected Council Members Fraud and
Sunshine Law training to complete and were instructed to turn in their certificates indicating completion.*

PR ETING MINUTES

The December 15, 2025 minutes were presented for Council review. After a review of the minutes and
minor corrections, motion was made to approve by Marcia, 2nd by Melissa. All were in favor but Heather
and Craig who abstained.

ADOPTION OF RULES FOR COUNCIL (ORC 731.45)

Council Rules were presented by Marcia Wolford. Reorganization of items was suggested. Motion was
made to approve by Craig Ricard, 2nd by Heather Amos. All members present in favor, motion carried.

ELECTION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT:

Melissa Amos-James nominated Mel Amos for President of Council. Motion was made to approve by
Melissa Amos-James, 2nd by Marcia Wolford. All members present in favor, motion carried.

APPQINT DI PLI R
Marcia Wolford nominated Melissa Amos-James for Credit Compliance Officer. Motion was made to
approve by Marcia Wolford, 2nd by Heather Amos. All members present in favor, motion carried.

COMMISSION / COMMI|TTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

Members discussed and chose their committees/commissions. Each member was required to pick 2.
1. Planning: Mayor Wolford, Andrew Bahnsen, Craig Ricard, Mike Llanas.

Finance: Mayor Wolford, Jamie Gill, Marcia Woiford, Me! Amos.

Parks: Mel Amos, Heather Amos, Melissa Amos-James.

Events: Heather Amos, Melissa Amos-James

Public Works: Mayor Wolford, Andrew Bahnsen, Mel Amos, Craig Ricard.
6. Rules and Regords: Mayor Wolford, Paul Skaff, Marcia Wolford, Heather Amos.

*Chairs, secretaries, and meeting schedule will be determined after the 1st meeting of each

committee/commission™
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ADDITIONAL REPORTS
Mayor:

e Speed Signs: New speed limit sign installation began January 2nd. Installation should be
complete by the end of the week if not already done.

e Park: A quote was received by Mel from Long Electric for lighting and outlets on/near the flag
pole located at Enright Park. Mel is working on acquiring quotes from Shick Electric and Schwind
Electric. Quotes expected by the end of February for approval of the project in March. Discussion
about the newly awarded Park Grant for 2026 is also on the agenda for the next Parks meeting.

e Sewer: The pump at County Home Road Station needs to be removed and sent for evaluation to
the Gorman-Rupp facility located in Mansfield, OH. The pump wili be removed by NWWSD,
cleaned and sanitized inside the pump house, and delivered to the Village, who is then
responsible for transport of the pump to the facility. After the pump is inspected at the facility a
quote for the repair/replacement will be sent to the Village. Estimated cost is $3k-$7k.

*Motion made to approve the Mayor for reimbursement of mileage for the delivery and
pick-up of the pump to the Gorman-Rupp facility in Mansfield, OH by Heather, 2nd by
Craig. All members present in favor, motion carried.
s Maintenance & Streets:
o Joe and Ryan to cover intersections more thoroughly with salt next snow fall or ice over.
o Ryan to work on gutter repair on the southwest corner of the Village Hall.
o -Criagrreported the loveseat swing at the park is broken. He has also noticed that people
" Jare still driving past the no vehicles beyond this point signs causing damage. Mel said we
are working on adding additional lighting to help discourage these activities.

Village Administrator:
e Reviewing the Zoning Ordinance amendments a final time, then sending them to Faui Skaff for

approval. Once he has given his approval they will be presented to Council for approval.

s Correspondence letters and pictures from 104 W. Walnut Street will be presented to council for
the declaration of the property as a nuisance at the January 20th meeting. If the declaration is
passed, evidence of the nuisance property and minutes of the declaration will be sent to Skaff.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: N/A (not needed)

The next Councii meeting will be Tyes 20th at 6:30pm.
ADJOURNMENT: 7:46 PM. Motion to adjourn by Mel Amos, 2nd Marcia Wolford. All present in favor,

motion carried.

Mayor / Pres. of Council
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